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‘Fiction was invented the day Jonah arrived home and told his wife that he
was three days late because he had been swallowed by a whale.’
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a few books of fiction published and in the market, he earns not a penny of
royalty till he's past forty; in Calcutta tenms, he’s the man who writes for the
small-magazine, who’s happy when a publisher forks out money to bring out
a small edition of a chotte uponnyash, a novella : when he sends off a copy
of his first big novel to his publisher, his wife has to sell things in the house

to afford the postage between Bogota and Buenos Aires.’
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AT ‘... the key of my success was telling the story complete with its
supernatural happenings, just as my grand mother would have done, unblink-

ing conviction and a brick face.’
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1llusions, with an old fashioned formal education of cautious words and sub-
dued tones and incapable of conceiving any idea that is not colosal.
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“The country that could be formed of all the exiles and forced emigrants
of Latin America would have a population larger than that of Norway. I dare
to think that it is this outsized reality, and not just its literary expression that
has deserved the attention of the Swedish Academy of letters .......... poets
and beggers, musicians and prophets, we have had to ask but little of imagi-
nation, for our crucial problem has been a look of conventional means to

render our lives believable.”
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“The more power you have, the harder it is to know who is lying to you
and who is not. When you reach absolute power, there is no contact with
reality, and that’s the worst kind of solitude there can be. A very powerful
person, a dictator is surrounded by interests and people whose final aim is to

isolate him from reality; every thing is in congert to isolate him.”
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