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‘Trecall along argument I once had with Satyajit Ray, when I told him that I could find no logic

or significance in Ozu’s insistence on placing the camera at a certain height from the ground to
simulate the subjective viewpoint of any Japanese sitting on the floor, never moving the camera,
and in the process sacrificing the possibility of different camera angles and viewpoints, as also the
moving camera. | said that I would not mind putting the camera upside down if that is what the
shot demanded. Ray retorted that he could imagine drawing a great satisfaction from this kind of
self-discipline, which he compared to that of using only certain notes in a particular raga in Indian
classical music, and not being allowed to use the other notes at all. I have never been convinced
by this logic. Ray did not bind himself to any such limitations. So what he was upholding would
definitely be only one way of looking at things.’
‘On shooting the Apu Trilogy’
Subrata Mitra
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'For all practical purposes, Pather Panchali (Song of the Road, 1955) was our diploma
film. Most of the shots taken on the very first day of shooting—the train scene, the kaash
fields—had to be dropped, for they showed the children's walk at too slow a pace. But my
work on the whole was quite satisfactory, and the scene looked beautiful. I recall the evening
at the lab when we all waited to see the rushes of the first day's work. There was a rumour
circulating already that we had made a real blunder and that nothing would be seen on the
screen. | remember clearly how I felt through that short span of time between when the
lights went off in the preview theatre and the first image flashed across the screen. I could
have died in that darkness.

The fact that we were new to the field gave us the strength of mind to go against several
well established codes and conventions.'

‘On Shooting the Apu Trilogy’
Subrata Mitra
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