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In Poets as true genius is but rare,

True Taste as seldom is the Critic’s share,
Both must alike from Heav'n derive their light,
These born to judge, as well as those to write.
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‘A double articulation GMP / GI-GlI/ Al/ LMP is, for example, possible, whereby a Gl category,
when transformed by Al into an ideological component of an LMP, may then enter into conflict
with the GMP social relations it exists to reproduce.” (Criticism and Ideology, London: NLB,
1976, p. 61)
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‘The text has no stable identity, stable origin... each act of reading ‘the text’ is a preface to the
next. The reading of a self-professed preface is no exception to this rule.’
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‘The human being no longer has any history: or rather, since he speaks, works, and lives, he
Finds himself interwoven in his own being with histories that are neither subordinate to him
nor homogenous with him. By the fragmentation of the space over which Classical knowledge
extended in its continuity, by the folding over of each separated domain upon its own
development, the man who appears at the beginning of the nineteenth century
is ‘dehistoricized’.®4
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Past the last trace of meaning and beyond
Mount, daring babbler, that pay-prompted stain
“Twixt thee and kings a never-failing bond

S wells not the less their carnage o’er the plain.
Type of the wise, who drill but never fight,

True to the kindred points of Might and Right.
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‘The ADDRESSER sends a message to the ADDRESSEE. To be operative the message
requires a CONTEXT referred to (‘referent’ in another, somewhat ambiguous, nomenclature),
seizable by the addressee, and either verbal or capable of being verbali-zed; a CODE fully, or
at least partially, common to the addresser and addressee (or in other words, to the encoder
and decoder of the message); and, finally, a CONTACT, a physical and psychological
connection between the addresser and the addressee, enabling both of them to enter and
stay in communication.’ 8
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TILTH

(‘Robert Graves, the British veteran, is no longer in the poetic swim. He still resorts to
traditional metres and rhyme, and to such outdated words as ftilth, withholding his 100%
approbation also contemporary poems that favour sexual freedom.’

From a New York critical Weekly)

Gone are the drab monosy labic days

When ‘agricultural lab our’ still was tilth,

And ‘“100% approbation’, praise

And ‘pornographic modernism’, filth—

Yet still I stand by tilth and filth and praise.
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Our Pope, they say, once entertained the whim,
Who feared not God should be afraid of him.

But say they fear’'d him, was it further Said,

That he reform’d the hearts he made afraid?

Did Chartres mend ? Ward, Waters and a Score
Of flagrant felons, with his floggings sore?

Was Cibber silenced?
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There was and old man of Bengal,
Who purchased a bat and a ball,
Some Gloves and some pads:

It was one of his fads,

For he never played cricket at all.
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‘Literary theory can be said to come into being when the approach to literary texts is no longer
based on nonlinguistic, that is to say historical and aesthetic, consideration or, to put it
somewhat less crudely, when the object of discussion is no longer the meaning or the value
but the modalities of production and of reception of meaning and of value prior to this
establishment-the implication being that this establishment is problematic enough to require
an autonomous discipline of critical investigation to consider its possibility and its status.’
(“The resistance to theory” in: Lodge (511 v), 9. 9Ed)
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